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VACCINE OPERATIONS LAUNCHED AT UCRC-MALI  

1st Number of 2021 

ICEMR-Mali program donates ana-

lytical laboratory equipments 

On a mission to raise awareness about 

ATTRACTIVE TOXIC SUGAR BAITS 
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The UCRC Executive Committee meeting took place on Tuesday, March 2nd, 2019, in the 

UCRC lab meeting room. The meeting chaired by the UCRC Director, Prof. Seydou Doumbia, 

was intended to take stock of past activities of the center, and present perspectives. 

About 30 representatives of the Executive Committee institutions’ members took part to this 

meeting, on-site and online. These are representatives from the Ministry of Higher Education 

and Scientific Research, the Ministry of Health, the National Institute of Public Health 

(INSP), the University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies of Bamako (USTTB), the Fa-

culty of Medecine and Dentistry (FMOS), the Faculty of Pharmacy (FAPH), the Faculty of 

Sciences and Techniques (FST). 

There were also representatives from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Natio-

nal Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) from the USA. First, Prof. Seydou 

Doumbia presented the vision, mission and goals of the center for the coming years. He also 

clarified rules, roles and responsibilities, and Highlighted opportunities and concerns, oppor-

tunities to connect the team and the leadership. 

According to him, the UCRC vision is to become an international clinical research center of 

excellence in West Africa, and its mission is to improve the quality of healthcare nationally, 

regionally and globally by facilitating excellent clinical research at international standards, 

strengthning research capacity and providing training. 

As recommendations, it was mentioned to strengthen the master programs and extend it to 

other scientific researchers from various backgrounds, and to create a collaborative frame-

work with the ministries of health, higher education and scientific research, in order to per-

petuate the achievements…. 

 

 

UCRC Executive 
Committee mee-
ting: A collabora-
tive framework 

with the ministry of 
health, is need to 
perpetuate the 
achievements. 
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The COVID-19 Vaccine Operation Launched on Thursday, April 8, 2021, at the University 

Clinical Research Center (UCRC). 

In addition to the social and health staff of the International Center for Excellence in 

Research (ICER Mali) and of the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry (FMOS), this campaign 

launched by the Rector of the University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies of Ba-

mako (USTTB), extends to two other target groups. These are people over 60 years old and 

people living with comorbidity (chronic diseases such as diabetes, asthma, sickle cell di-

sease, high blood pressure, cardiovascular disease). 

This initiative is initially explained by the fact that the first positive Malian Covid 19 case 

was diagnosed at the UCRC laboratory in March 2020. Secondly, “it aims to immunize 

health staff who is on the front lines of the fight against this pandemic, and to whom I pay 

tribute. Said the UCRC Director Prof. Seydou Doumbia, Chairman of the National Scienti-

fic Committee for the fight against COVID-19. He added that “all the necessary information 

will be given in time, and those who are vaccinated will be followed up. “. 

Talking about the progress of the vaccination against COVID-19 the Director of the Natio-

nal Immunization Center (CNI), Dr Ibrahima Diarra said : about 6,491 people have been 

vaccinated and no adverse effects have been reported. “This figure concerns social and 

health staffs of all categories, as well as people over 60 years old and people living with co-

morbidity (chronic disease)…”, he added. 

After receiving his first dose of the vaccine, the Rector of USTTB, Prof. Ouateni Diallo, ap-

pealed to the Malian people. For more than a year, he explains, our country has been figh-

ting an enemy (COVID-19) that has inflicted an unprecedented health and economic crisis 

on humanity. “I therefore invite all Malians to be vaccinated …” he said. Remember that 

once vaccinated, you should receive your second dose in a month. 

 

The Rector of 
USTTB, Prof. 

Ouateni Diallo, 
receiving his 

first dose of the 
vaccine 



 4 

 

We know that a lot of Muslims are a bit concerned about having their COVID vaccination 

during Ramadan. Many people believe that having an injection actually breaks the fast.  

To dispel any ambiguity, the UCRC Director, Prof. Seydou Doumbia, Chairman of the Na-

tional Scientific Committee for the fight against COVID-19, said : "The vaccine doesn't 

break the fast at all, because it's not considered nutrition.”.  

 By approaching in the same direction, Qari Asim, an imam in Leeds indicated on the BBC 

that “because the vaccine goes into the muscle rather than the bloodstream and is not nu-

tritious, it does not amount to breaking the fast”.  

After all these testimonies, we can conclude that “Fasting during Ramadan 'should not stop 

Muslims getting jab”.  

Ramadan and 
Covid vaccine: 
« The vaccine is 
not nutritious 

it does not 
break the 

fast.» 

 

 « From March 31 to April 19, 2021, 40,383 people were vaccinated in Ba-

mako, most of whom were social and health workers, people over 60 years 

old, and those living with comorbidity (chronic diseases such as diabetes, 

asthma, sickle cell disease, high blood pressure, cardiovascular disease) ». 

 

 « The Quran says saving your life is the most important thing: 'To save 

one life is to save the whole of humanity.' It's a responsibility of a practi-

sing Muslim to take their vaccine. » 
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Our country and the United States of America have just renewed their partnership within 

the framework of the Collaborative Biomedical Research Program between the University of 

Sciences, Techniques and Technologies of Bamako (USTTB) and the National Institutes of 

Health (NIH). 

The Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Prof. Amadou Keïta and the Uni-

ted States of America Ambassador to Mali, Dennis Hankins, signed a framework agreement to 

this effect. This agreement, which extends over a period of 5 years, defines the main lines of 

research, the various areas of interest and the legal framework for collaboration between our 

two countries. 

The partnership which was signed for the first time in 1992 is renewed every 5 years. It made 

Mali a leader in the global effort to fight malaria. The renewal of the framework agreement 

guarantees the continuation of the lasting partnership and strengthens the links of scientific 

collaboration between our two countries. This has produced positive impacts as evidenced by 

the results since 1989. 

For example, the International Center for Excellence in Research (ICER) is one of the largest 

international collaborative research projects of the NIH. More than 600 Malians work there. 

Mali and the United States have also built a world-class biomedical research infrastructure at 

USTTB. 

Local research and innovation capacity has made it possible to publish more than 450 scienti-

fic articles. The biosafety laboratory level 3 (BSL-3) of the University Clinical Research Center 

(UCRC), created in 2003, has supported the response to multiple diseases such as the Ebola vi-

rus epidemic in West Africa. Scientists have recently been trained in the diagnosis of COVID-

19. USTTB rector Prof Ouaténi Diallo recalled that scientific cooperation between our two 

countries began in 1989 with a handful of teacher-researchers from the National School of 

Medicine and Dentistry (FMOS) and Pharmacy (FAPH). 

Launched in 
1989, the scienti-
fic cooperation 

between our two 
countries is still 

on the right path 
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The Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Professor Amadou Keita was, on 

Friday October 23, 2020, at the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry ( FMOS) and the Faculty 

of Pharmacy (FAPH) to inquire about the conditions of work in research laboratories. He 

was accompanied by the United States Ambassador to Mali, His Excellency Dennis Hankins. 

From the BSL-3, responsible for inactivating the virus before diagnosis (rendering the virus 

harmless), to molecular biology laboratory (the unit responsible for diagnosing the virus), the 

Minister Keita was impressed by the discoveries he made. 

“Really, they are benchmark laboratories in the field of medical sciences, with latest genera-

tion equipment. Workers deserve to be encouraged and supported…. “, He admitted. He ad-

ded that he had taken note of the grievances formulated by the Rector of the University of 

Sciences, Techniques and Technologies of Bamako (USTTB), Prof. Ouaténi Diallo, in particu-

lar the lack of research infrastructures. 

Note that from the outbreak of the COVID 19 to Tuesday 20, 2021, about 70 000 tests were 

performed in the laboratory of UCRC. 

Prof. Amadou 
Keita at the 

UCRC laboratory: 
“Really, these are 
benchmark labo-
ratories, with la-
test generation 

equipment” 

QUOTES:  
Mohamed M. Traore, Ph.D., assistant professor at the School of Medicine and Dentistry at the University of 

Science, Technics, and Technology of Bamako in Mali, who served as the lead author on the study, said that the 

attractive toxic sugar baits method “was accepted by communities, which is an important parameter to achieve 

high coverage of bait stations and subsequently malaria reduction.” 

Seydou Doumbia, M.D, Ph.D., dean of the medical school and Director of the University Clinical Research Cen-

ter at the USTTB, who also served as co-author, said : “This is an exciting finding for vector control in Africa 

where there is a widespread report of multiple insecticide resistance in Anopheles gambiae the major malaria 

vector species.”. 
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The Attractive Target Sugar Bait (ATSB) is a technological innovation in the fight against 

malaria. The goal of the project is to develop and integrate new vector control strategies.  

Developed by the University Clinical Research Center (UCRC) and funded by the Innova-

tive Vector Control Consortium (IVCC), the research project called “the Attractive Target 

Sugar Bait (ATSB)” has three components. 

These are: the Entomology section, the epidemiology section and the Social science section. 

“The third component consists of serving as an interface between the communities benefi-

ting from the project and the scientific team that is developing this tool in the fight against 

malaria.”Said Dr. Samba Diarra, Community Engagement Manager at UCRC. 

As part of the The Attractive Target Sugar Bait (ATSB) project, 8 community agents with so-

cial science profiles (sociology, anthropology, education science) were recruited, trained and 

deployed. "Four motorcycles and four laptops were given to our community engagement 

agents to facilitate their movement and reporting, on our four research sites, including Siby, 

Kangaba, Ouélessebougou, and Dangassa," said Dr Diarra. 

For this first phase of the project, the role of community agents will consist not only of ex-

plaining the objectives and the intervention strategy of the project, but also of collecting the 

perceptions of the communities on this technological innovation. Even though the premises 

are, for the moment favorable, he added, we must work to provide some answers to maxi-

mize the acceptability of this project, before extending it to the national and international 

level. 

Sugar Baits as a control method of the Anopheles mosquitoes 

Baits are natural sugar products from flowers or fruits, which attract mosquitoes. When 

mixed with other toxic products, these solutions can easily kill mosquitoes without harming 

humans. “The stations are not yet installed, but we are raising awareness through images…”, 

he concluded. 

Attractive Toxic 
Sugar Baits : An  

Effective Mosquito  

Control Method  

in Mali 
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The International Centers of Excellence for Malaria Research (ICEMR) program in Mali do-

nated a large number of laboratory medical equipment to the Dangassa Community Health 

Center in the Koulikoro region. estimated at 5 millions CFA francs, the donation will im-

prove patient care. It was on Saturday June 13, 2020 at the University Clinical Research Cen-

ter (UCRC). 

The goal of this ICEMR is to study the variable effectiveness of malaria control interventions 

and their impact on the interactions between malaria parasites (genotypes, response to drug 

treatment), the vector (ecology, behaviors, and response to insecticides), and the human host 

(immune response and host genetics) in three different ecological settings of West Africa. 

The ICEMR has four research projects: 

 Project 1: Malaria Epidemiology - Study the effectiveness of control interventions and 

the changes in malaria epidemiological patterns (human & vector) in relation to control 

strategies.   

 Project 2: Immuno-Genetics - Identify and examine the changes in genetic diversity of 

parasites, resistance to antimalarial drugs, and immunological aspects in relation to ma-

laria control interventions.  

 Project 3: Malaria Vector Ecology - Investigate the sources and survival strategies of ma-

laria vector populations during the long dry season and their impact on malaria trans-

mission.  

 Supplement Project: Evaluate the effectiveness of three different treatment regimens for 

Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention (SMC) with respect to implementation, malaria 

morbidity, protective immunity and cost-effectiveness.  

Link to ICEMR website: http://icemr-waf.org/. 

CSCOM of Dan-
gassa, the ICEMR-
Mali program do-
nates analytical 

laboratory equip-
ments 
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Dr. Donald 
Krogstad, you 
remain here in 
our hearts and 
our memories 

forever! 

Died on Friday August 14, 2020 in Florida USA, the sacrifice of the American will remain 

forever in our hearts and our memories. 

Dr. Krogstad has been of tremendous support to Mali since the beginning of the MRTC pro-

gram in collaboration with Pr. Ogobara Doumbo and Pr. Yeya Toure. Through this collabo-

ration more than a dozen of Malians scientists has been trained at Tulane University under 

his leadership (including Ph.D, Masters and short term training). His work on mechanism of 

chloroquine resistance and the development of new antimalarial Aminoquinoline (AQ-13), 

the training of African leadership in research are among his legacy. Dr. Krogstad received his 

M.D. in 1969 from Harvard Medical School and 

served at the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta and at the Washington University 

School of Medicine for 14 years. Dr. Krogstad joined the Tulane faculty in June 1992 as Chair 

of Tropical Medicine, and appointed Director of the Center for Infectious Diseases in 1998. 

In Mali, He contributed to establish the NIH funded Tropical Medicine Research Center 

(TMRC) led by Pr. 

Doumbo, the Laboratory of Molecular Biology (LBMA) led by Pr. Ousmane Koita, the NIH 

funded International Center of Excellence in Malaria Research (ICEMR) led by Dean Doum-

bia, the creation of a clinical trials center at Hospital of Point G among other achievements. 

He has continued mentoring young scientist around the world until his death. You will be 

deeply missedand remembered for ever Dr. Krogstad! 

Malian scientists graduated from Tulane, Ousmane Koita, Seydou Doumbia, Abdoulaye Tou-

ré, Kassoum Kayentao, Issaka Sagara, Mahamadou Sissoko, Ousmane Toure, Oumar Thiero, 

Abdoulaey Katile, Ydrissa Sow. 

Rest in peace dear Donald Krogstad!  


